[image: image1.jpg]Consumer Federation of America

g -



 [image: image2.png]et . )
R Matral Resources Coundl of Malne
Protesting e Natura of Maine N



 

[image: image3.png]


 [image: image4.png]QI%DC

SO Sabea-eu-imed



 [image: image5.png]FC



 [image: image6.jpg]Consumers
Union

Nonprofit Publisher
of Consumer Reports



[image: image7.png]COALITION FOR

(CLEAN RIR]



[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.png]


 
[image: image10.png]%
CE
7//\§ center forl;lvironmental health



 [image: image11.jpg]Friends of
the Earth



 [image: image12.png]BREAST Y
CANCER
ACTION®



 [image: image13.png]


 [image: image14.jpg]O
VPIRG



 [image: image15.png]MAKING OUR MILK SAFE



 [image: image16.png]


  [image: image17.jpg]ERSQ
T g =
RISING SUN
ENERGY CENTER



  [image: image18.jpg]Environmental Health Fund




 [image: image19.jpg]



Dear TV Manufacturer,

As a coalition of consumer groups and NGOs representing millions of consumers, we are writing to encourage your company to enact a responsible take-back and recycling program for TVs throughout the United States. 

With the imminent conversion from analog to digital TVs, our coalition is planning a national educational campaign this November to inform  the public about the adverse health and environmental impacts from TV e-waste, and the importance of responsible electronics recycling for the health of our families.  We will encourage the purchase of new digital TVs from companies that are committed to the take back and responsible disposal of their products at the end of life.   
We hope your company will work with the Electronics TakeBack Coalition to implement such a program so that our educational campaign can include your company as an example of a manufacturer concerned about minimizing the adverse impact of its products on human health and the environment.  
Electronic waste -- including old TVs made by your company -- poses serious risks to human health, the environment, and especially to communities around the world to which they might be sent. Discarded TVs often end up in municipal landfills and incinerators from which toxins can leach out into the environment. The majority of old electronics are shipped to developing countries where villages are marred by huge dumpsites containing discarded TVs and computers. Workers, usually without protective equipment, take apart discarded TVs to strip out reusable components. Then they burn the waste plastic, producing clouds of toxin which float into the atmosphere and circle the world.
We are especially concerned about the toxic fire retardant chemical decaBDE in the plastic casings of most U.S. TVs.  This toxic chemical, when improperly burned, produces high levels of extremely toxic dioxins and furans that persist for decades in the atmosphere.
DecaBDE, along with other toxics in TVs such as antimony, lead and mercury, leach out of dumpsites and contaminate our air, soil, water and food.  Fish, meat, and pet food contain increasingly high levels of decaBDE.  DecaBDE, as well as lead and mercury, can cause neurological and reproductive problems, such as hyperactivity, behavioral disorders, decreased memory and lowered sperm count, as well as endocrine dysfunction and cancer.  Antimony trioxide (ATO), used in TVs to increase the effectiveness fire retardants, is a possible human carcinogen.  The indiscriminate burning and land filling of TVs with decaBDE and other toxics must end -- and you are in a position to help.
Responsible recycling programs are feasible. Both Sony USA and LG Electronics will now take back and responsibly recycle any of their used products for free.  We ask you to follow these companies' good example, commit to your own national takeback program, and sign the Electronic TakeBack Coalition's "Manufacturer's Commitment to Responsible E-Waste Recycling." 
We hope that you will be able to take this responsible position on take back and recycling so we can include you in the list of companies that care about human health and our global environment.   Can you please forward this to the appropriate person at your organization and contact us to confirm receipt of this letter? Please address your response c/o Sara Schedler, SSchedler@foe.org,  (415)544-0790 ext. 17, Friends of the Earth, 311 California St., Suite 510, San Francisco, CA 94104.
Sincerely,
Brent Blackwelder, President, Friends of the Earth
Joan Blades, Co-Founder, MomsRising.org and MoveOn.org
Arlene Blum, Founder, Green Science Policy Institute
Barbara A. Brenner, Executive Director, Breast Cancer Action

Mary Brune, Founder, MOMS (Making Our Milk Safe)
Paul Burns, Executive Director, Vermont Public Interest Research Group
Luis R. Cabrales, Senior Campaign and Outreach Associate, Coalition for Clean Air

Bobbi Chase Wilding, Organizing Director, Clean New York
Arlyce Currie, Founder, BANANAS Family Services Agency
Sheila Davis, Executive Director, Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition
Michael Green, Executive Director, Center for Environmental Health

Richard Holober, Executive Director, Consumer Federation of California

Elisa Odabashian, Director, Consumers Union
Jodie Pincus, Executive Director, Rising Sun Energy Center

Carl Pope, Executive Director, Sierra Club
Matt Prindiville, Project Director, Natural Resources Council of Maine
Jeanne Rizzo, R.N. Executive Director, Breast Cancer Fund
Judith Robinson, Director of Programs, Environmental Health Fund
Kate Sinding, Senior Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council
Rachel Weintraub, Director of Product Safety and Senior Counsel, Consumer Federation of America
